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LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 

Most Distinguished Participants, 

My name is Onat Yarkın Dikkatli, I am a sophomore Law student at Baskent University and I 

have the upmost honour of serving as the Secretary-General of the third annual session of 

Baskent University Model United Nations which will be held between 13-16 February 2020 

in Ankara. 

Over the past few months, both academic and organization teams of BASMUN 2020 have 

been working in a tireless manner to be able to give an effort to provide all participants with 

an unforgettable and overjoying experience of Model United Nations. BASMUN aims to 

increase awareness on the conflicts that the world faces whilst establishing an environment in 

which the participants are able to build discussion skills. Therefore, our Academic Team has 

been working relentlessly to create a conference that serves this purpose. In BASMUN 20, 

we set the theme of our conference as “Understanding the Complexities”, so that all the 

participants will have the chance to acknowledge all the historical moments that the global 

community suffered both internally and externally without having to find a comprehensive 

solution. Delegates will address many of the most controversial international and domestic 

topics in six committees; North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, Disarmament and International 

Security Committee, Economic and Social Council and many more… 

With the aim of gathering a wide diversity of opinion on global and domestic issues, we hope 

to inspire our participants to improve their understanding of worldwide dialogue and 

negotiation. Throughout the four days that we devote together, our delegates will be actively 

participating both in and out of the committee to have a productive and an unforgettable 

conference. As BASMUN 2020 Team, we are certain that each and every single participant 

will try to enhance a better type of solution for their agenda items, perhaps even better than 

their previous generations have been established before. Seeing that as the ultimate purpose, 

our Academic Team will be providing a diverse educational experience and we firmly believe 

that our excitement and devotion will give you a high-quality experience alongside our 

perfected academic content. I welcome you all to the third annual session of BASMUN 2020 

on behalf of the academic and organization teams and sincerely hope that we will be seeing 

you in Ankara. 

With my kindest regards, 

Onat Yarkın Dikkatli 

Secretary-General of BASMUN 2020 

https://www.basmun.com/basmun
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LETTER FROM UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Delegates of United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, 

It is an honour for me to serve as the Under-Secretary-General in BASMUN 2020 and 

I hope you will enjoy your time in our conference and end your four days with new 

perspectives and beautiful memories. I will be serving you to help to understand the material 

and contribute to your MUN career as much as possible. 

I would also like to introduce myself briefly, I am Beril Anıl and I am studying Political 

Science and International Relations at Başkent University. There is also one more person I 

would like to introduce, Tuğberk Çiftçi. I am truly thankful for his contributions to our study 

guide and I am thankful for his efforts for the conference itself already.  I believe our team 

will make you feel like you are a part of us, BASMUN 2020 family. Mr. Onat Yarkın Dikkatli 

deserves to hear many thanks since he is the reason we can make this conference possible. 

When it comes to our agenda item, I believe we all recognised the importance of 

space. The advancements about space excite us all, no matter how related we are to it, space 

always attracts our attention. I would like to remind that our delegates are expected to 

represent diplomats and I am sure that you would all act with the awareness of this fact. I 

highly suggest to deepen your researches about the topic and your countries as well. 

 If you would have any inquiries about our conference, committee or anything about 

your researches, please do not hesitate to send an e-mail to berilanil@outlook.com.  

 

                      Yours sincerely,  

                         Beril Anıl 

                 Under-Secretary General of UNOOSA 

 

mailto:berilanil@outlook.com
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Agenda Item: Peaceful Exploration and Use of Space 

Converting the prospects of space into reality will require a climate of genuine international 
cooperation. -President of Austria Franz Jonas opens UNISPACE I, 1968 
 

A. Introduction to the Committee: The United Nations Office for Outer Space 

Affairs (UNOOSA) encourage to promote global cooperation in the peaceful 

use and exploration of space, and in the usage of space science and 

technology for sustainable economic and social progress. The Office assists 

any United Nations Member States to establish legal and regulatory 

frameworks to govern space activities and strengthens the capacity of 

developing countries to use space science technology and applications for 

development by helping to integrate space capabilities into national 

development programmes.1 The committee was established by the General 

Assembly in 19592, with 24 Members, the number of Members arose to 95. 

Several international organisations -intergovernmental and non-

governmental organisations- possess observer status.3  The work of the 

committee is on the basis of consensus.4 

B. History of the Matter: 4 October 1957, the launch date of the first artificial 

satellite, Sputnik 1, and it was the beginning of the space age. Subsequently, 

United Nations Member States affirmed that the space should be used for 

 
1unoosa.org. (n.d.). About us. [online] Available at: 

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/index.html [Accessed 5 Nov. 2019]. 
2
 Basic facts about the United Nations 2014. (2014). New York: United Nations Department of Public 

Information, p.108. 
3
 unoosa.org. (2020). Members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. [online] 

Available at: http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/members/index.html [Accessed 18 Jan. 2020].  
4
 Ibid. 
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peaceful purposes. Developments in space technology, also contributed to 

the economic and social structures. The first space-related conference 

organised by United Nations was held in 1968. First flight to the space was 

accomplished by Yuri Gagarin in 1961. After eight years, Neil Armstrong 

became the first human to set foot on the moon in 155. 

C. Key Terms and Concepts: 

a. Space Law: Space law, composes a variety of international treaties, 

agreements, conventions, and United Nations General Assembly 

resolutions  continuing with managements of international 

organizations. The term "space law" is most often corralated with the 

rules, principles and standards of international law appearing in the 

five international treaties and five sets of principles governing outer 

space which have been matured under the sponsorship of the United 

Nations. Space law addresses a various matters, such as, for example, 

the preservation of the space and Earth environment, liability for 

damages caused by space objects, the settlement of disputes, the 

rescue of astronauts, the sharing of information about potential 

dangers in outer space, the use of space-related technologies, and 

international cooperation.5 

b. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space(CUPUOS): The 

task of the committee is to review international cooperation in 

peaceful uses of outer space and studying on space-related activities, 

 
5unoosa.org. (n.d.). About us. [online] Available at: 

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/index.html [Accessed 6 Nov. 2019]. 
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the Committee also works upon to encourage space research 

programs and related legal problems connected to the space 

exploration. The Committee was conductive in the creation process of 

the five treaties and five principles of outer space affairs. A distinction 

that distinguishes COPUOS from other international forums is the 

proficiency to identify the potential areas of international conflict, 

remove the causes in advance through legal or policy guidelines 

provisions, and provide ways of solving or mitigating the emerging 

problems by means of international discussion and 

cooperation6.Global development goals and the use of space 

technology applications are discussed to strengthen international 

cooperation in the Committee.7  

c. Air Space: The space above a state that is considered its territory, in 

contrast to outer space, which is considered international territory.8 

d. Space Forces:  Space forces are military forces designed to attack in or 

from outer space9. Ballistic missiles, which travel through space, are 

not commonly included in this distinction. Only the United States and 

Russia have serious military power in space. China put an astronaut in 

 
6
 Ramírez de Arellano y Haro, R. (2018). THE PRESENT, PAST AND FUTURE OF THE PEACEFUL 

USES OF OUTER SPACE. [online] unoosa.org. Available at: 
https://www.unoosa.org/documents/pdf/unispace/plus50/Presentations_SYMPOSIUM/Presentation2.
pdf [Accessed 18 Jan. 2020].  
7 Ibid. 
8
 Goldstein, J. and Pevehouse, J. (2014). International Relations. 10th ed. Pearson, p.200. 

9 Preston, Bob, ed. Space Weapons: Earth Wars. Rand, 2002.  



 

6 

 

orbit in 2003, successfully tested an antisatellite missile, and launched 

a lunar orbiter in 2007, but it has fewer space capabilities overall.10 

e. Militarization of outer space: Space has been militarized since the 

earliest communication satellites were launched. Today, militaries all 

over the world rely on satellites for command and control, 

communication, monitoring, early warning, and navigation with the 

Global Positioning System. Therefore, “peaceful uses” of outer space 

include military uses, even those which are not at all peaceful—such 

as using satellites to direct bombing raids or to orchestrate a “prompt 

global strike” capability, which is “the ability to control any situation 

or defeat any adversary across the range of military operations.”11 

f. Weaponization of outer space: Space weaponization is generally 

understood to address to the placement in orbit of space-based 

devices that have a destructive potential. Many experts argue that 

ground-based systems designed or used to attack space-based assets 

also constitute space weapons, though are not technically part of the 

“weaponization of outer space” since they are not placed in orbit. 

Some also argue that weapons that travel through space in order to 

reach their targets, such as hypersonic technology vehicles, also 

contribute to the weaponization of space. Many elements of the US 

ballistic “missile defense” system currently being developed or 

 
10Ibid. 
11

  Reachingcriticalwill.org. (2020). Critical issues. [online] Available at: 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/fact-sheets/critical-issues/5448-outer-space [Accessed 
28 Jan. 2020].  
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planned could constitute space weapons as well, as many possess 

“dual-use” characteristics, allowing them to destroy space assets as 

well as ballistic missiles.12 

g. Space Debris: Besides creating an new arms race, the weaponization 

of space means proliferation of space debris. Such debris, resulting 

from 50 years of space activity, already poses a considerable hazard 

to spacecraft. This crowding problem could worsen as a large number 

of space weapons could be deployed in Low Earth Orbit (LEO). The 

launching and testing of weapons would also increase space debris. 

Moreover, deploying space-based weapons in the increasingly 

crowded realm of LEO would leave less room for civilian systems. 

Those problems would also occur during periods of peace. If a 

number of satellites were to be destroyed during the course of a war, 

some scientists warn, they would create so much debris that it would 

prevent future satellites from being stationed in space and generally 

limit space access.13 

h. Programme on Space Applications (PSA): Since its inception, the 

Programme has organized approximately 300 training courses, 

workshops, seminars and conferences and has provided funding 

support. The Programme also cooperates with academic institutions 

 
12

 Reachingcriticalwill.org. (2020). Critical issues. [online] Available at: 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/fact-sheets/critical-issues/5448-outer-space [Accessed 
28 Jan. 2020].  
13

 Ibid. 
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to offer long-term fellowship programmes14, in such areas as remote 

sensing, satellite communication, satellite meteorology, satellite 

navigation, basic space science and space law.15  Through this 

program, the Office works to advance the use of space science and 

technology for the economic and social improvement of all nations, in 

particular developing countries. It also contributes to technical 

advisory services to Member States in conducting pilot projects.16 

D. Related Organisations and Treaties, Agreements and Principles: 

a. The International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems 

(ICG): The Committee  promotes voluntary cooperation on matters of 

mutual interest related to civil satellite-based positioning, navigation, 

timing, and value-added services. 17The International Committee on 

Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG) strives to encourage and 

facilitate compatibility, interoperability and transparency between all 

the satellite navigation systems, to promote and protect the use of 

their open service applications and thereby benefit the global 

community.18 

b. The United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for 

Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER): 

 
14 unoosa.org. (2020). United Nations Programme on Space Applications. [online] Available at: 

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/publications/ST_SPACE_52_Rev1.pdf [Accessed 15 Jan. 2020].  
15

 Basic facts about the United Nations 2014. (2014). New York: United Nations Department of Public 

Information, p.109. 
16

 Ibid. 
17

 Unoosa.org. (2020). International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG). [online] 

Available at: https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/icg/icg.html [Accessed 28 Jan. 2020].  
18

 Ibid. 
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Established by the General Assembly in December 2006, UN-SPIDER 

aims to provide all countries and relevant international and regional 

organisations with universal access to all types of space-based 

information and services supporting the full disaster-management 

cycle. It helps increase the number of countries that receive 

assistance with respect to disaster-management planning, risk 

reduction and emergency response using space-based information, 

and devises policies on the use of space-based technologies. 19 

c. The 1966 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in 

the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and 

Other Celestial Bodies (The Outer Space Treaty) provides that space 

exploration shall be carried out for the benefit of all countries, 

irrespective of their degree of development.20 It seeks to maintain 

outer space as the province of all humankind, free for exploration and 

use by all states, solely for peaceful purposes, and not subject to 

national appropriation.21 

d. Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts 

and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space (The Rescue 

Agreement) provides for the aiding the crews of spacecraft in case of  

accident or emergency landing, and establishes procedures for 

 
19

 Basic facts about the United Nations 2014. (2014). New York: United Nations Department of Public 

Information, p.110. 
20

 Basic facts about the United Nations 2014. (2014). New York: United Nations Department of Public 

Information, p.108. 
21

 Ibid. 
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returning to the launching authority a space object found beyond the 

territory of that authority.22 

e. Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space 

Objects (The Liability Convention) provides that the launching state is 

liable for damage caused by its space objects on the earth’s surface, 

to aircraft in flight, and the space objects of another space or persons 

or property on board such objects.23 

f. Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space 

(The Registration Convention) provides that launching states 

maintain registries of space objects and share that information with 

the United Nations. Under the Convention, the Office for Outer Space 

Affairs maintains a register of such objects. Information has been 

provided by all launching states and organisations.24 

g. Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and 

Other Celestial Bodies (The Moon Agreement) elaborates the 

principles relating to the moon and other celestial bodies set out in 

the 1966 Treaty, and sets up the basis to regulate the future 

exploration and exploitation of natural resources on those bodies. 

h. The Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in 

Outer Space recognise that such sources are essential for some space 

missions, but that their use should be based on a thorough safety 

 
22

 Ibid. 
23

 Basic facts about the United Nations 2014. (2014). New York: United Nations Department of Public 

Information, p.108. 
24

 Basic facts about the United Nations 2014. (2014). New York: United Nations Department of Public 

Information, p.108. 
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assessment. The Principles provide guidelines for the safe ouse of 

nuclear power sources for notification of a malfunction of a space 

object where there is a risk of re-entry of radioactive material to the 

earth.25 

i. The Declaration on International Cooperation in the Exploration and 

Use of Outer Space for the Benefit and in the Interest of All States, 

Taking into Particular Account the Needs of Developing Countries 

(1996) provides that states are free to determine all aspects of their 

participation in international space cooperation on an equitable and 

mutually acceptable basis, and that such cooperation should be 

conducted in ways that are considered most effective and appropriate 

by the countries concerned.26 

j. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS) Treaty: The 

overwhelming majority of UN member states are concerned that the 

weaponization of outer space will lead to an arms race and insist that 

a multilateral treaty is the only way to prevent such an arms race, 

emphasizing that this treaty would not limit space access, but would 

prevent such limitations. In 2006, Russia argued that if all states 

observe a prohibition on space weaponization, there will be no arms 

race. Russia and China also support establishing an obligation of no 

use or threat of use of force against space objects and have submitted 

 
25

 Basic facts about the United Nations 2014. (2014). New York: United Nations Department of Public 

Information, p.109. 
26

 Ibid. 
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a draft treaty to the UN on preventing the placement of weapons in 

outer space.27 

E. Space Agencies: 

a. Asia Pacific Space Cooperation Organization (APSCO): APSCO 

consists of 8 members, Turkey, Mongolia, the Kingdom of Thailand, 

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Peru, the Islamic Republic 

of Iran, the People’s Republic of China and the People’s Republic of 

Bangladesh.28 Indonesia is the only signatory state and Mexico is the 

only state which has the observer status.29The organisation’s 

headquarters is located in Beijing, PR China.30 APSCO attaches great 

importance to its cooperative relationship with UN-OOSA and all 

space-faring nations and international organizations and establishes 

close cooperation with IAF, UN-ESCAP, ESA.31 

b. European Global Navigation Satellite Systems Agency (GSA): The 

GSA’s mission is to support European Union objectives and achieve 

the highest return on European GNSS investment, in terms of benefits 

to users and economic growth and competitiveness.32 

 
27

 Reachingcriticalwill.org. (2020). Critical issues. [online] Available at: 

http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/fact-sheets/critical-issues/5448-outer-space [Accessed 
28 Jan. 2020]. 
28

 Apsco.int. (2020). Member States-APSCO. [online] Available at: 

http://www.apsco.int/html/comp1/channel/Member_States/25.shtml [Accessed 28 Jan. 2020].  
29

 Apsco.int. (2020). About APSCO. [online] Available at: 

http://www.apsco.int/html/comp1/content/WhatisAPSCO/2018-06-06/33-144-1.shtml [Accessed 28 
Jan. 2020]. 
30

 Ibid.  
31

 Ibid. 
32

 Gsa.europa.eu. (2020). About GSA. [online] Available at: https://www.gsa.europa.eu/gsa/about-gsa 

[Accessed 28 Jan. 2020]. 
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c. European Space Agency (ESA): The agency’s main subjective is to 

shape European space capability and to assure that contribution to 

space.33 

d. Algerian Space Agency (ASAL) 

e. Australian Space Agency 

f. Brazilian Space Agency (AEB) 

g. Canadian Space Agency (CSA) 

h. China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) 

i. China National Space Administration (CNSA) 

j. Danish Agency for Science and Higher Education (DASHE)  

k. Centre national d'études spatiales (CNES) (France) 

l. DLR Space Administration (Germany) 

m. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

n. Israel Space Agency (ISA) 

o. Italian Space Agency (ASI) 

p. Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) 

q. Kenya Space Agency (KENSA) 

r. Luxembourg Space Agency (LSA) 

s. Mexican Space Agency (AEM) 

t. Netherlands Space Office 

u. New Zealand Space Agency (NZSA) 

v. Norwegian Space Agency 

 
33

 Esa.int. (2020). European Space Agency. [online] Available at: https://www.esa.int [Accessed 28 

Jan. 2020].  
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w. Pakistan Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission 

(SUPARCO) 

x. Space Agency Of Peru (CONIDA) 

y. Korea Aerospace Research Institute (KARI)  

z. Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute (KASI) 

aa. The Romanian Space Agency (ROSA) 

bb. State Space Corporation "Roscosmos" (ROSCOSMOS) (Russian 

Federation) 

cc. South African Space Agency (SANSA) 

dd. Centro para el Desarrollo Tecnológico Industrial (CDTI) (Spain) 

ee. The State Space Agency of Ukraine (SSAU)  

ff. United Arab Emirates Space Agency 

gg. UK Space Agency (UKSA) 

hh. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) (United 

States of America) 

F. Statistics and Demographics 



 

15 

 

 

 



 

16 

 

 

Conclusion:  If governments decide to expand the activity in space of their armed 

forces, space could become another major military theatre—like the land, the sea, 

and the air on Earth—for waging war and deploying weapons. If observing Earth 

from space becomes crucial for effective planetary management, an assortment of 

increasingly varied and specialized observation satellites could be launched. Thus, 

outer space could become a much busier area of human activity in the 21st century 

than in the first four decades of endeavour there.34 Already, debris from exploding 

upper rocket stages, dead satellites, accidental collisions of space objects, and at 

least one test of an antisatellite weapon are threats to the use of the 

space environment.35 

Further Readings 

● https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/publications/ST_SPACE_52_Rev1.pdf  

● https://www.scirp.org/pdf/BLR_2018061114171877.pdf  

● https://www.unoosa.org/documents/pdf/annualreport/UNOOSA_Annual_Report

_2018.pdf  

Questions to be Covered in the Resolution  

a. How can Member States promote the use of space technology for the 

natural resources management related problems in order to contribute to 

the global cooperation?  

b. How can Member States promote the progress for disaster risk reduction 

problems ? 

 
34

 Encyclopedia Britannica. (2020). Space exploration - Issues for the future. [online] Available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/science/space-exploration/Issues-for-the-future [Accessed 28 Jan. 2020]. 
35

 Ibid. 

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/publications/ST_SPACE_52_Rev1.pdf
https://www.scirp.org/pdf/BLR_2018061114171877.pdf
https://www.unoosa.org/documents/pdf/annualreport/UNOOSA_Annual_Report_2018.pdf
https://www.unoosa.org/documents/pdf/annualreport/UNOOSA_Annual_Report_2018.pdf
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c. What kind of precautions can Member States take and how can Member 

States handle the problem of space debris? 

d. How can Member States come to a conclusion on the term “peaceful use”? 

e. Can Member States achieve the full demilitarization of moon and space? If 

yes, discuss and define the ways to do so. 

f. How to promote international cooperation in peaceful use of outer space?  

g. How to provide transparency and confidence building on outer space 

matters?  

h. How can Member States guarantee a legal system providing equality and 

equitability? 

i. How can the coherence for international space law (UNCOPUOS, ITU, ICAO) 

and between international and national space law (avoiding flags of 

convenience) be provided? 

j. How can space laws and regulations can be shaped which support the 

sustainable and safe use of outer space? 

k. How can space law be developed to build overarching bridges with other 

technological frontiers and human endeavours thus enabling future 

advancements? 

l. How can legal and regulatory provisions be provided which support reaping 

the socioeconomic benefits of space activities and the use of space 

resources? 

 


